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Strasse, while on my way thither, some one tapped me on
the shoulder. Turning round I saw it was Wollmann,

who was greatly surprised at meeting me there.....

I ascertained from him that the crisis on the first floor
of No. 76 Wilhelmstrasse was at an end, and that the
Chief would remain and only take a long holiday.

"We then took a glance in passing at the now-
completed Column of Victory, whereupon I took leave of
"Wollmann, saying that I had to visit a friend, and went
on to Bucher's. He was as usual friendly and communica-
tive. His view of the situation differed from that of
"Wollmann, however. According to him the crisis was
only postponed. The Prince had for the present yielded
to the desire of the Emperor that he should continue to
hold the offices of Chancellor and Minister, and had only
requested leave of absence for an indefinite period. He
had been quite serious in wishing to resign all his offices,
and it was doubtful whether he would return. Count
Stolberg had been selected by him as his successor, as he
is a distinguished and independent man, who enjoys a
certain authority at Court. Billow, the Mecklenburger,
and Hoffmann have been selected as the representatives
of the Chief during his absence.

Bucher further related that the condition of affairs at
tlie Baden Court was also " rotten." The Grand Duke,
well meaning, but of somewhat limited intelligence, had,
during his Italian journey, " fallen under the influence
of some of the shrewdest of the Cardinals, and had
allowed himself almost to be persuaded into perpetrating
a huge blunder by visiting Pio Nono." The Grand
Duchess held with the priests in Alsace, and with ortho-
dox place-hunters like GefFcken and Max Mtiller, and
was disposed to conclude peace with the Ultramontanes.
This was one of the causes of Jolly's retirement. Bucher
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